St Vincent De Paul! ChHurc/

109 East Price Street ~ ¢Philadelphia, PA 19144-2145  ¢215-438-2925
www.facebook.com/StVincentDePaulCatholicCommunity  ¢www.saint-vincent-church.org

Mission Statement
St. Vincent de Paul is a faith community striving to live Jesus’ gospel message of love, peace and justice for all peoples. In the spirit
of St. Vincent de Paul, our inclusive community welcomes, affirms and serves both the poorest of the poor and those who are
alienated and most vulnerable among us. Our individual faith journeys join together in the celebration of the Eucharist. Through the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, we will continue to nurture the gifts of all our members. Our parish family will draw strength and unity
from diversity. We will foster an atmosphere of warmth, hospitality and prayerfulness. We pray that our commitment to these efforts
will further the mission of being one with our God and one with each other.

The DePaul Catholic School, An Independent Mission School
44 W. Logan Street ¢ Philadelphia, PA 19144 ¢ 215-842-1266 ¢ www.thedepaulcatholicschool.org

Parish Staff

eSylvester Peterka, C.M.
Pastor, Ext. #218

¢ Joseph Cummins, C.M.
Parochial Vicar, Ext #220

eValerie Lee-Jeter
eDennis Rivera
Ministers of Music

¢ JoAnn 0'Connor
Bookkeeper, Ext. #229
¢Evelyn Rogers
Parish Social Ministry

215-438-1514

¢Corbin Gardner &
Grace Yi

Directors of Religious
Education

eDan Kraning &
Katie Crump

Directors of Youth

& Young Adult Ministry Partners in Ministry
*PAR-Recycle Works ¢ Inn Dwelling ¢ Face to Face ¢ My Place Germantown
Prison Ministry Sr. RosemarieJefferson Mary Kay Meeks-Hank Jeffrey Williamson
Elmo"}ll:y Iayons,C.M. & Administrator Exec. Director Executive Director

aura For. . ;
S o g!freil 1. Smith, C.M. 215.849.0179 js@myplacegermantown.org
Par-recycleworks.org frector 267-566-8402 215-763-6387

215-438-2195 facetofacegermantown.org

inndwelling.org

Eucharistic Celebration ¢ Saturday 4pm, Sunday 9 & 11am
Sacrament of Reconciliation ¢ Please call for an appointment.



January 8, 2017

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK

SUN 01/08 Gertrude Keeney 9:00 am
11:00 am
MON 01/09 NO MASS
TUE 01/10 Frank & Maria Meloni 7:00 am
WED 01/11 Mary Wolstenholme 7:00 am
THU  01/12 Miraculous Medal 7:00 am
Wayne A. Smith .

SAT 01/14 Joan Bretschneider 4:00pm

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR
SUN Feast of the Epiphany
SAT Sacrament of Penance 3-3:30 pm

FOR THIS WE PRAY
Parishioners

Muriel Ancrum, Patricia Banmiller, Bernadette Barry,
Katherine Elliott, Tom Weir, Anoah Curtis, Myles McDonald,
William Drinker, Judith Di Battista, Ruby Tyer,
Donna Jean Cocchia, Leo Johnson, Patricia Judge, Pat Burton,
Thomas Baumann, Dick Taylor, Ginny Witte, Edna Poole,
Nan Wade, Betsy Moore, Vince Morgan, Gerry Widmann,
Kay Harty, Mary Lynn Kraft, Darryl Carroll, Natalie Gianetti,
Arlene Myers, Betty Barnett, Annie Serious, Mark Rogers,
Mary Ellen Graham.

Friends of St. Vincent’s
Maryann Hunsicker, Steven David Aslow, Mary Fazzini
DeCanelo, Laura Alfonse, Nancy Tooker, C’Aron & Wynter
Marie Hamilton, Tim McCabe, Harrison Harper, Claude
Harper, Jaedon Anthony Horton, Arturo Magana Herrera, Lisa
Kineke, John Brennan, Ashley Kiker, The Carey Family,
Monique & Joseph Phillips, Dan Wuenschel, Ashley
Margetech, Johnny Hilferty, Diane McCabe, Judy Spearmint,
Millie Kribel, Kathleen Lawson, Dorothy Heimlich, Connie
Bronson, Joseph Simmons, Amy Natkins, Terri Jackson,
Alice Penderghest, Samuel Gonzalez, Mary Elizabeth
Unterfofler, Ana Esquilin Santos, Ann Rainsford & Family,
Rayan Bousso, Richard Lipton, Palmina Rucker, Martha King
Cox, Anna Satchell, Steve Damville, Jessica Jara, Joe Hagan,
Ned Dugery, Fred Ludwig, Marie Anderson, Vincent Owens, ,
Barbara Rothenbach, Diane Harris, Siobhan Barrett, Mary
Corini, Robert Glasgow, Delores Groseck.

Our Sister Parish of Las Anonas de Santa Cruz, El
Salvador. Those who fight in wars, those who are victims of
war, and those who seek peace and justice.

PASTORAL CARE
We will bring the Eucharist to those unable to attend Mass
regularly because of sickness or infirmity. Please call the
Rectory, at 215-438-2925.

Last Week's Collection ~ 3,947.32
Electronic 2.772.00.
Total 6,719.32
Tithe 335.95

Today’s Readings

First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6

Psalm: Psalm 72

Second Reading: Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6

Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12

Readings for Next Week

First Reading: Isaiah 49:3, 5-6

Psalm: Psalm 40

Second Reading: I Corinthians 1:1-3

Gospel: John 1:29-34

Monday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7 Ps 29:1-4, 3,
9-10; Mt 3:13-17

Tuesday: Heb 2:5-12; Ps 8:2ab, 5,
6-9; Mk 1:21-28

Wednesday: Heb 2:14-18; Ps 105:1-4,
6-9; Mk 1:29-39

Thursday: Heb 3:7-14; Ps 95:6-11; Mk
1:40-45

Friday: Heb 4:1-5, 11; Ps 78:3, 4bc,
6¢c-8; Mk 2:1-12

Saturday: Heb 4:12-16; Ps 19:8-10,
15; Mk 2:13-17

BAPTISM OF OUR CHILDREN
Call Fr. Sy Peterka, Pastor, at 215-438-2925, ext. 218, for
available dates and additional information.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS
The RCIA is the process through which adults become mem-
bers of the Catholic Church. If you are interested in exploring

whether the Catholic Church is where you want to begin or
continue your Christian faith journey, please contact the
Rectory at 215-438-2925.

THOSE IN NEED OF THE SACRAMENTS
Please contact Fr. Sy Peterka, at 215-438-2925 ext.218, to
make arrangements.

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES
If you are interested in becoming involved in one or more of
our Parish ministries, call the Church office, at 215-438-2925.
PARISH OUTREACH
Non-perishable food donations may be made Monday, Tues-
day and Friday between 9am and Noon. To make an appoint-
ment for any other time, please call Evelyn Rogers at
215-438-1514.

RESERVATIONS FOR MEETINGS/EVENTS
Please call the Church office, 215-438-2925.

RACIAL HEALING STATEMENT
To foster a community in which people of all races and
cultures are treated as equals and fully participate in the life
of the church. We hope to achieve this by... Deepening
Cross-Racial/Cross-Cultural relationships; Developing each
person’s gifts for Leadership & Min-istry, (Including each
group’s Art & Culture) and by... Supporting actions for
Justice.



ANNOUNCEMENTS - January 8-14, 2017

CHRISTMAS COLLECTIONS

We are most happy to report that our regular collections on
December 24-25 netted $11,183 with $559 going to our tithing
fund. The Christmas special collection was $5,409 and the
second collection for our sister parish of Las Anonas $2,324.
Thank you all for your amazing generosity!

MUSIC MINISTRY
Our new CD is still available for purchase at $15 with proceeds
supporting the ministry and capital campaign.

NEW GOSPEL CHOIR DIRECTOR

Please pray for our former Gospel Choir Director, Darin
Williams, who is leaving us to work full time at Holy Cross and
welcome Dennis Rivera as our new Gospel Choir director.

LECTORS

If you are a “seasoned” lector, please sign up for January,
February and March Masses in the Liturgy Prep Room near the
main church door (to the left as you enter). If you are an
aspiring lector, please contact the rectory and we will reach out
to train you. We are especially eager to have more youth (post-
confirmation) and young adult lectors! Additional “At Home
with the Word” books—with all the readings for each week of
the liturgical year—are being ordered for parishioners to
purchase in coming weeks after Mass. Thanks for helping us
“sell out” and for your patience if you still want a book to
enhance your prayer life!

LEGION OF MARY
Legion of Mary meets Wednesdays at 1:30pm in the rectory.

SENIORS MINISTRY
We are meeting for fun, food and fellowship in the Hospitality
Center on Wednesdays at 11:00am.

HOSPITALITY

Please join us for hospitality provided by the community after
the 9am Mass in the Hospitality center. You can sign up to help
as an individual, family or group on the bulletin board by the
side entrance. Volunteers buy donuts, OJ and milk and are
reimbursed. All other items are provided in the Center's
cabinet. Please arrive early to make coffee prior to Mass. All
items are sold for fifty cents. Questions? Call Jack DiFeo 215
287-5682.

HONORING DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING

St. Philip Neri Church, 437 Ridge Pike in Lafayette Hill will
host a prayer and conversation gathering on Monday, January
16 with a choir prelude at 6:30 and prayer service at 7pm
called A Dream in Black and White: Growing in Understanding
as Catholics. All are welcome!

THE STAR OF BETHLEHEM
The unfolding of the story of the Incarnation continues today as
the Church celebrates the Epiphany. The tale of the magi from
the East is one of the most fascinating in all of scripture. It has
much to teach us about what we can come to expect, even in
circumstances and places that may seem insignificant or small.
Bethlehem was a tiny town. Yet it is over this seemingly
insignificant place that the guiding star stops in its own search
Jor the place where the Savior would be born. Too often we fail
to recognize the fact that the star of Bethlehem comes to rest in
our everyday lives, where we can experience God’s presence,
manifested in ever new ways.

POWER UPDATE

Come celebrate MLK Day (Monday, January 16) at a city-wide
march convening at 12 noon at Mother Bethel AME Church (6th
& Lombard Sts), a church that symbolizes the continual re-
commitment to justice we are called to make, and pass along to
our children. Watch for more details in early January.

POWER will also sponsor a series of trainings for the serious
work we need to do in 2017 and beyond. The first training will be
on Sun Jan 15 (MLK’s actual birthday), 5 to 8 PM at 2nd Baptist
Church of Germantown. This will be dedicated to Non-Violent
Direct Action, in the spirit of MLK’s own work. There will be a
break-out group just for young people (high school age). This
march is sponsored by a coalition of organizations including
POWER, of which St Vincent’s is a member.

POWERY/ Philadelphians Organized to Witness, Empower &
Rebuild is a interfaith coalition of 50+ congregations in the city
and suburbs working together to change policies that exclude and
harm people of color, people of low income, and immigrants in
our communities! We work to increase the minimum wage,
improve public school funding, and reform criminal justice
practices. For more info, contact parish POWER co-chairs Terri
Burgin (215-651-0100) or Mary Laver (610-324-9388).

RECONCILIATION UNITY MINISTRY INVITATION
RUM members commit to meeting together monthly, and
following up on “homework” that aris-es between meetings, to
talk, plan or collaborate with members of other ministries or
external groups about ideas raised in RUM. And we have a one-
day retreat coming up on Saturday, January 14 for all old and
new RUM members, so save that date!

The mission of the Reconciliation & Unity Ministry (RUM) is to
foster our “becoming One Body of Christ” as a parish community
where all are welcome - across races, generations, sexual
orientations, countries of origin, and Mass preferences - to en-
counter Christ’s loving presence in each other.

RUM began in the aftermath of the national trauma generated by
the death of Michael Brown in Ferguson in 2014, when Fr Sy
invited a diverse group of parishioners to come together to reflect
on what our times called us to be and do as a parish community.
In its first two years, RUM initiated the Pew Conversations to
encourage dialogue among parishioners about the meaning of the
Gospel for our lives. RUM also launched Movie Nights, bringing
us together to think about pressing and potentially divisive issues
like racism, homophobia, and immigration. RUM’s main purpose
is not to start new programs but to encourage our many ministries
- from liturgy to social justice - to use “becoming One” as a central
guide for their work.

CONCERT AT ST. VINCENT'S

There are still tickets available for the concert on Saturday,
January 14th. It is being given by an out man, Bobby Jo
Valentine, who has a real gift for songwriting and singing. Bobby
will be singing one of his songs at the 4 PM mass on the 14th.
Mass will be followed by Hospitality at 5 PM and the concert at
6PM. If you would like to help with hospitality by bringing a
dessert or finger food appetizer, please sign the list at the entrance
of the church. Thank you. If you have any questions or would like
to purchase a ticket, please call Jack DiFeo at 215 287-5682.

Help another’s boat across, and lo! thine own has reached the
shore. —Old Hindu proverb



Saint Vincent de Paul Parish
Registration Form

Thanks for being here! If you would like to become an
ACTIVE member of St. Vincent De Paul Parish (full-time
or part-time), we invite you to complete the Parish
Registration form below.

Date Envelope number

Name

last first

Address

City State Zip

Date of Birth Home Phone

Cell

Email

Full name and relationship of all resident family members

DOB  Relationship
DOB_ Relationship
DOB__ Relationship
DOB_ Relationship

Have you received the Sacraments?
()Baptism ( )Confirmation ( )First Communion

Are you interested in
( )Liturgical Ministry ()Service Ministry

(Can you sing, lector, teach....)

Please place completed form in the Offeratory basket
or send to the Parish Office and we will contact you.

Bulletin Deadline: Mondays by noon. Email to
secretary@saint-vincent-church.org



St. Vincent de Paul Church
Electronic Donation Authorization ES6255

Thank you for considering donations to St. Vincent de
Paul electronically via your bank account. Please
complete this form so that we can set things up for you.
If you have questions, call Kitty at 215-438-2925x229

Date Envelope Number
Electronic Type: New Change

Name

last first

Address

City State  Zip

Telephone #

Cell #

Email

Date of 1st Donation

Amount of Donation

Frequency:

Monthly on the 1st

Monthly on the 15th

Weekly (every Monday)

Weekly (every other Monday)

Bank Routing Number

Account Number

Please debit my checking account per attached
voided check. (If you wish to debit your savings
account, please contact your bank for routing and
account number.) I authorize the above organi-
zation to process debit entries to my bank
acccount. I understand that this authority will
remain in effect until I provide reasonable
notification to terminate the authorization.
Authorized signature and Date:




Feast of the epiphany, January 8§, 2017

(for 11:00 Am liturgy add “let us pray to the lord”)

Walking in the radiance of God’s light, may the church continue to be a sign and channel of
reconciliation and justice in a world suffering from wars, poverty and exploitations. (Let us....)

For world leaders, invited to be copartners in the promise, may they work to overcome the

darkness of violence, disease and poverty in their nations, so Christ’s light may be fully seen.
(Let us....)

In observance of international migration week, in a world with 60 million refugees, 50% of
whom are under 18 years, we lift up these sisters and brothers as they seek permanent,
welcoming homes. May they find in us people who work for just laws on their behalf. (let us...)

As we celebrate the Baptism of the lord on Monday, may we remember we have been drenched
in the waters of baptism, and as god’s beloved, we are called to overcome all that keeps us from
loving each of us as sisters and brothers of god’s son, Jesus, especially the sins of racism,
homophobia and nationalism. (let us...)

May the ill and bereaved be bathed in the light and may all our prayer intentions be the treasures
of faith laid at the feet of the light of the world and his caring, reflective mother. (let us...)

Bernadette Marie Cronin-geller



ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR JANUARY 7™ AND 8™, 2017

NATIONAL MIGRATION WEEK: The Catholic Bishops have reminded us that this is
“National Migration Week”. Let’s keep immigration and its many issues in our
prayers.

MARTIN LUTHER KING, J.R. DAY: Remember to sign up for M.L.K. Day activities,
including the evening prayer rally. The bus leaves at 5:30 and will return at 9:15.

MUSIC MINISTRY: CDs are on sale for only $15. Please support our choirs.

MR. DENNIS RIVERA: Welcome the new musician and director of the Gospel
Choir to St. Vincent’s!

BIBLE STUDY: On Wednesday, February 1*, we will begin a study on the book of
James.

UPCOMING EVENTS: |,

Monday, Liturgy Council, at 7pm.

Tuesday, Evangelization Ministry, at 6:30pm.
Thursday, Pastoral Council, at 7pm.

Saturday, RUM Retreat.

Saturday, Bobby Joe Valentine Concert, at 6pm.

ELECTRONIC GIVING: A possible New Year’s resolution...consider electronic
giving. If you are interested, please fill out the form on the flap of the bulletin and
put in the offering basket; or contact JoAnn, our bookkeeper, at 215-438-2925,
ext. 229. | '

Alfredia Warrington, formerly of Immaculate Conception, died December 19",
Please keep her in your prayers.

(continue on the back)



Come one, Come all to the 2017 MLK Day March!

Every year we stand together on MLK Day. This year, it’s especially
important to renew our commitment to making his dream a
reality. So please join the St. Vincent’s delegation and people from
across the city on Monday, January 16th for a six block march,
between two major landmarks, in our nation’s journey from
oppression to freedom:

11:30 AM: Meet at 6th & Market Streets, George Washington’s slave
quarters. The march will begin after a brief interfaith prayer.

i2:00 noon: Meet at 6th & Lombard Stréets, Mother Bethel AME
Church, the mother church of the first major religious denomination in
the western world that was created in protest against racial
discrimination and slavery.

The program at Mother Bethel will conclude at 1:30 PM (Some, who
are unable to march, may prefer to go directly to Mother Bethel for
the program).

This march is sponsored by the interfaith POWER organization, which
St. Vincent’s is a founding member of, and many ally-organizations
who are dedicated to social justice for all.

Please sign up in the back of church right after Mass, so we can plan
transportation.

Thank you!



Preparing the Way for National Migration Week (January 8th to 14th, 2017) #4
Saint Vincent de Paul
Germantown, Philadelphia

Migrants and refugees are not pawns on the chessboard of humanity. They are
children, women and men who leave or who are forced to leave their homes for
various reasons, who share a legitimate desire for knowing and having, but
above all for being more.

Pope Francis
"Migrants and Refugees: Towards a Better World,” 2014

In the last three inserts in the Bulletin you have read Pope Francis' letter to us on immigrant and
refugee children. The Church in the United States has a rich history of caring for immigrants and refugees at
the grass roots level. In key moments, the U.S. bishops have also spoken prophetically on the issue. For
many years, the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) has considered immigration a key pastoral
concern of the Church in this vast nation. Its Migration and Refugee Services Office includes a program
boldly titled "Justice for Immigrants." The program's website explains:

Why does the Church care about immigration policies?

The Catholic Church has historically held a strong interest in immigration and how public
policy affects immigrants seeking a new life in the United States. Based on Scriptural and Catholic
social teachings, as well as her own experience as an immigrant Church in the United States, the
Catholic Church is compelled to raise her voice on behalf of those who are marginalized and whose
God-given rights are not respected.

The Church believes that current immigration laws and policies have often led to the
undermining of immigrants’ human dignity and have kept families apart. The existing immigration
system has resulted in a growing number of persons in this country in an unauthorized capacity,
living in the shadows as they toil in jobs that would otherwise go unfilled. Close family members of




U.S. citizens and lawful permanent residents must wait years for a visa to be reunited. And, our
nation’s border enforcement strategies have been ineffective and have led to the death of thousands

of migrants.

Two years ago, Bishop Eusebio Elizondo, Chairman of the USCCB Committee on Migration, wrote
to Secretary of the Department of Homeland Security Jeh Johnson opposing the detention of families because
“it is inhumane to house young mothers with children in restrictive detention facilities as if they are
criminals.” But detention continues very near us in the Berks Detention Center that houses twenty Central
American women and their children who seek asylum. In their efforts to be released, these women have
undertaken two hunger strikes, to no avail. Bishop Elizondo considers this kind of detention a violation of

human rights.

We end with the last two paragraphs of a Christmas letter that Cardinal Daniel DiNardo, head of the
USCBUC, issued last week:

We discover the fragile innocence of hope in the eyes of a newborn baby, wrapped in
swaddling clothes. Mary and Joseph welcomed this young hope, for Jesus made known, in his very
Person, the promise of "great joy that will be for all people." We can nurture that same hope today.
We do this by greeting one another in love and charity, embracing civility and not letting our
differences hide the dignity and beauty God has given each of us as his children.

Allow me to say a special word to our sisters and brothers who find themselves immigrants
and refugees on Christmas Day. In you, we see the very struggles of the Holy Family. From the
angel of the Lord, Joseph heard the call to "rise and flee" in order to keep Mary and Jesus safe from
violence at home. The Catholic Church in the United States is praying for you and is working to
welcome you as we would the Holy Family.

Merciful God our Father:

As Yahweh you asked your chosen people to take care of the widow, the orphan, and the stranger, defining
our responsibility to those who are unprotected by family or community.

Through your own son Jesus Christ you taught us the value of stretching the definition of who belongs to
your people.

In the revelation of your love for us, you gave us the great command of loving each other and becoming
mirrors of your love.

Grant that in this time of concentrated awareness of the plight of immigrants and refugees in our midst we
may open our hearts to embrace them, to stand with them, to proclaim our common humanity with them, and
to support new policies that welcome them, as we decry those practices that harm them and harm our own
society. Grant that, as we join the struggle for the dignity of undocumented immigrants, we also remain
engaged in opposing the discrimination, violence, poverty, incarceration, and the death penalty that many
people have suffered in this country.

We appeal to your mercy to keep this parish united and faithful under your loving gaze. Amen.

Immigration Matters # 8. January 1st, 2017
New Sanctuary Committee of Saint Vincent de Paul




SAVE THE DATE /
Monday, January 16, 2017

The Thirty-fourth Annual Archdiocesan Gathering
In honor of

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Growing in Understanding as Catholics
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., Presider

People of every race & color are invited to join in
prayer and conversation.

Saint Philip Neri Catholic Church Choir Prelude: 6:30 PM
437 Ridge Pike Prayer Service: 7:00 PM
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444 Light refreshments to follow
(Just 12 miles from Center City) All are welcome!
Convenient to the Route; “L” bus Invite family, friends to the coyversaﬁon!




== ST, VINCENT?

PR

ST VINCENT’S

RowmAN CATHOLIC CHURGH
109 E Price Street
Philadelphia, PA

For All Ages
TICKETS

$15  (Advance)
$20  (Atthe door)

For tickets or more info call:

Jack DiFeo 215 287-5682

www.bobbyjovalentine.com




LET US PRAY...

O Lotd our God, in the name of our Daughters and Sisters
of Nigeria we come to you on bended knee in prayer. In
the heat of this day, suffering and hardship has visited
young ones and we beg you, almighty Father, Son and Holy
Spitit to bring forth telease and metcy on those who have
been captured, sold and raped. Reverse O Lotd, the spirit
of the captors. Restore O Lotd, the hope of these young
innocent gitls and bring Recovery to them and their
families. Relieve the injuted and Redeem O Lord, this
situation and drench it with Your love and mercy. We
remember O Lord, how You set the captives free in Egypt
and how You carved a way to freedom by splitting the
waters of the Red Sea. We remember, O Lord how Your
mighty hand brought David out of the lion’s den and we
ask You, O Lord to do the same for our dear young Sisters
and Daughters. We come to You this day, knowing the
fullness of Your amazing grace which makes a way out of
no way. We thank You O Lotd for what You can do and
will do in Jesus’ name- Amen
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